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SUBJECT: NEW SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND WELEARE 

1 . ON MARCH 3, DR JORGE JIMENEZ CANTU RESIGNED AS SECRETARY 
OF HEALTH AND WELFARE. JIMENEZ HAS BEEN NOMINATED AS THE PRI 
(RULING PARTY) CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR OE THE STATE OE 
MEXICO. ELECTIONS ARE FIRST WEEK IN JULY. 

2. IN JIMENEZ'S STEAD PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA APPOINTED DR GINES 
NAVARRO DIAZ DE LEON, UNTIL NOW DIRECTOR GENERAL OE HEALTH 
IN THE EEDERAL DISTRICT (OFFICE WITHIN SECRETARIAT OF HEALTH 
AND WELEARE). 

3. NAVARRO DIAZ, 58 , A MEXICO CITY NATIVE, OBTAINED DEGREE 
IN MEDICAL SURGERY EROM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO IN 
1940. NAVARRO'S CAREER APPARENTLY HAS BEEN ENTIRELY IN AREA OF 
MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH. HE PLAYED KEY ROLE IN 1974 IN 
FORMULATION OF NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN, CURRENTLY BEING 
IMPLEMENTED. PRESIDENT'S INTEREST IN THIS PROJECT PROBABLY 
REASON EOR HIS SELECTION. 
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